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could be allowed to complete his fast in prison on
the assumption that he would there find the necessary
rest and peace which would be denied him by those
who would throng around him were he released. He
could be permitted to remain in the gaol in the hope
that a further peremptory voice from within would
persuade him to give up the fast, and that then, if
no voice came, he could be released if his condition
became critical
The Government, however, had to consider the
administrative risks and inconveniences involved
should Gandhi die on their hands, either in gaol, or
in transit after his condition became critical. Had
.he died in such circumstances it was practically
certain that a purely social and religious issue would
be confused with a sordid political controversy.
It was decided to release the Mahatma forthwith,
it being understood that this was an act of grace
which did not imply that Gandhi agreed to the
immediate cessation of civil disobedience, and that
as a man of honour he would not take advantage of
the act of grace.
Mr. Gandhi was removed to the house belonging
to Lady Thackeray near Poona, and there he com*
menced his fast. When he had completed it, an
audience of two hundred persons, including Hindus,
. Muslims, Parsees, Europeans, and members of the
depressed classes, gathered in the hall of the house*
As twelve o'clock struck, announcing the expiry of
the prescribed twenty-one days, Gandhi's bed was
wheeled in. He lay motionless among the pillows,
and it was seen how wasted he had become in three